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Aeons, and so the Father sent to her a new Being called Horosy
who separated her from the monster that she had conceived, and
restored her to her proper condition among the Aeons. Her
monstrous offspring, on the other hand, fell outside the heavenly
Society (the Plerovna)^ and became the cause of this sensible anr*
material world.
It is evident that Valentinus* account of the origin of things
and of the mixture of good and evil found in this our world was
psychological, akin to the mental processes of our own mind,
which are indeed the only mental processes we know of. * Sophia*
is Philosophy, Philosophy sometimes seems to have a glimpse of
the JDeep, that is, of Ultimate Reality: it desires to have direct
touch with Ultimate Reality. The vision of what is ultimate is en-
trancing but intoxicating. Philosophy cannot conceive it in-
telligently and produces only disordered fancies1. What physician,
or rather surgeon, can treat the disordered fancies of Philosophy ?
Valentinus* name for him is Horos^ i*e+ * Boundary,' in other words
true Definition,
Here we come to the most interesting, and at the same time the
most Christian, feature of Valentinian doctrine. Horos, we axe
told, had other names meaning Emancipator, Redeemer, etc*, but
he is also called * Cross* (staitrQ$\ because he * crucified away* the
disordered fancies of Philosophy, This is the Pauline doctrine that
the believer in Christ Jesus has 'crucified* the flesh with the
affections fjpathem&ta) and lusts thereof2. It is expounded in the
Acts of y&hny a second-century work with * Gnostic * affinities, where
we are told that the real effective Cross is the marking-ofF (dtortsmos)
of all things, a figure not -f- but T~, which divides everything be-
low it into * right* and *left/ but above it there is no division*.
The essence of Christianity is contained in the Cross and what
Christians have associated with the Cross. No religious theory
that does not contain a doctrine of the Cross has a right to the
name 'Christian,* though from the beginning it was a stumbling-
block, a * scandal.* We have seen how Valentinus incorporates the
Cross as the decisive factor in his drama of salvation: it is just this
that makes his heresy, however erratic and however unorthodox,
a Christian heresy.
The further ramifications of Valentinian cosmogony do not
need to be given here in any detail, including the production of
the heavenly pre-existent Jesus by all the Aeons, so that He has
1 The word used by Valentinus is Enthymesis-              * Gal. T, 24.
s M. R. James, Apocryphal New Testament, pp. 254 sqy* (* Acts of John'
xiii in jfpocrypha jfnccdota n).